Meeting Minutes

UBSL Meeting
Dec 5, 2005

Present:  Amy Glascott, Joe Evanowski, Cabot Thomas, Kathy Keebler, Liz Stuebing.

I. REVISED Meeting Dates for 2005-2006 season  (all Mondays, 7:30pm)

-Jan 23, Feb 27, Mar 13, Mar 27, Apr 24, May 15, Jun 12.

II. Pitching Clinic

-Donna Reiss will be running two pitching clinics for girls ages 10-14. 

There will be an introductory level clinic to teach the basic mechanics and an advanced level clinic to teach different types of pitches, etc.  Girls in the advanced clinic must have a good handle on the mechanics.

-Dates  

Introductory  Jan 14 and 21   9:00-10:00am

Advanced     Jan 14 and 21    10:30-12:30 

-Call Amy Glascott for more info and registration forms.

-DeSales University will be having pitching clinics on Jan 8, 2006. For registration forms and info call Rachel Turoscy (DeSales Head Coach) 610-282-1100 ext. 1614.

III. Insurance

-Still need to decide about ASA insurance.  This would be coverage year-    round for all softball related activities.  Each township should decide what they want to do based on their existing policies, etc.

IV. By-laws

Voting will take place at the next meeting. If you want to vote, you must be there.

Topics discussed:

-Batting helmets with face guards and chin straps. A and B levels.


chin straps probably should be mandatory.

Face guards at least for batters, gradually add for all base runners.  Some townships have recently purchased new helmets. 



-Double first base.




Cost issues.




Amy looking into prices, esp. those that hook onto existing 




base.



-No base obstruction.

Discussed that this is already a rule but it is not enforced. Especially for short stop and 2nd base. Usually only visible to base coaches. Coaches need to teach girls. Possible penalty- runner gets the base. If girl fielding ball, runner must go around.



-Sliding.

Rules already exist but are not always enforced. Final decisions have to belong to umpire. Any collision will result in an out. Coaches need to teach girls how to slide. Also teach catchers not to block home plate if there is not a play there. 

 The wording in the bylaws needs to be worked on.  

A level:  currently reads “permitted not required”  alternate possibilities: “slide or surrender”

B level:  possibilities: 1. “if ball is in infield, slide or surrender.  Exception if catcher not on home plate”  2. “anytime a collision is possible, must slide”.

-10 Batter Rule (B level).

It was discussed that the rule could stay as is or be changed. In the proposed changes, it reads that the tenth batter would need to either hit the ball or strike out (no walks, batters hit by the ball could continue to bat.)  

The reasoning behind this is that a girl who has been hit by the ball or been walked might really want to continue to bat and have the opportunity to get a hit. It was discussed that at any time during a game a girl could be walked or hit by a pitch and could not continue to bat.  It was also mentioned that the existing rule could and has in the past cost a team a win.

It was also discussed that the 10 batter rule is a way to get a pitcher out of an inning and therefore not destroying her confidence to get on the mound again.  If a pitcher was required to strike out the batter or deliver a ball that would be hit, it might not be possible (especially for new pitchers).  Finally, the existing rule also keeps games moving along and that would not be so with the new rule.



-Clarification that one pitch thrown equals an inning pitched.  



-Code of Conduct   Points made:




Teach good sportsmanship.




Community effort to work and play together.

Coaches need to be able to talk to each other without hard feelings   to resolve any problems.

Teaching our girls to be good people first.

Possible mandatory parent meetings where coaches would explain to their parents that they must act appropriately.

-Infield Fly Rule


Scratch for B level and leave in place for A level.

Respectfully submitted 12-6-05







Liz Stuebing

